MEN OF POWER
forty-one members. It appointed John Milton as one
of its secretaries.1 This Council of State was nothing
more than the Rump Parliament itself freed from the
checks of the King and the House of Lords. Al-
though its leading spirit was a great patriot, Sir Henry
Vane, the enforcement of its decrees depended upon
Cromwell and the army.
That enforcement was no small task, for the author-
ity of the Council was denied not only by practically
every foreign country but by Scotland and Ireland,
and at home by the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians,
and a new party known as the Levellers.    Abroad,
English merchants were imprisoned and English com-
merce attacked upon the seas.    English ambassadors
were murdered in Holland and in Spain.   The Dutch
prepared to aid the Royalists to restore the monarchy
and mount Charles II upon the throne.    Scotland,
repenting her action in surrendering Charles I, actually
proclaimed his son their King,   The Royalists of Ire-
land followed suit.    The Presbyterians of England
refused to recognize the Council because their repre-
sentatives, opposing the execution of the King, had been
ousted from Parliament by Pride's Purge.    They
preached against the Commonwealth as a "heretical
democracy" and demanded a constitutional monarchy.
They would not work with the Episcopalians, for the
latter were Royalists and wanted nothing but a restor-
*For Mfttoa't part m the events following see pages 164 ff.